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IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations  

 
53rd Edition (English) 

Effective 1 January 2012  
 

ADDENDUM  
Posted 1 November 2012 

 
Users of the IATA Dangerous Goods Regulations are asked to note the following amendments and 
corrections to the 53rd Edition, effective from 1 January 2012.  

Where appropriate, changes or amendments to existing text have been highlighted (in yellow - PDF or grey - 
hardcopy) to help identify the change or amendment. 

Section 1 
Pg. 5 amend 1.5.0.2 as shown 
 
Personnel identified in the categories specified in Tables 1.5.A, or 1.5.B or 1.5.C must be trained or training 
must be verified prior to the person performing any duty specified in Tables 1.5.A, or 1.5.B or 1.5.C 
 
Pg. 5 amend 1.5.1 as shown 
 
1.5.1 Training Programmes  
Initial and recurrent training programmes must be established and maintained by or on behalf of:  

• operators;  
• ground handling agencies which perform, on behalf of the operator, the act of accepting, handling, 

loading, unloading, transfer or other processing of cargo, mail or stores;  
• ground handling agencies located at an airport which perform, on behalf of the operator, the act of 

processing passengers;  
• agencies, not located at an airport, which perform, on behalf of the operator, the act of checking in 

passengers;  
• freight forwarders;  
• shippers of dangerous goods, including packers and persons' or organisations' undertaking the 

responsibilities of the shipper; and 
• agencies engaged in the security screening of passengers and their baggage and/or cargo, mail or 

stores.; and  
• designated postal operators. 

 
Pg. 6 Insert new paragraph 1.5.4 as shown and renumber subsequent paragraphs: 
 
1.5.4 Training Curricula—Designated Postal Operators  
Staff of designated postal operators must be trained commensurate with their responsibilities. The subject 
matter to which their various categories of staff should be familiar with is indicated in Table 1.5.C. 
 
Pg. 6 amend 1.5.5 (previously 1.5.4) as shown: 
 
1.5.45 Approvals 
Dangerous goods training programmes for operators' personnel must be subjected to review and approval by 
the appropriate authority of the State of the operator. Dangerous goods training programmes of designated 
postal operators must be subjected to review and approval by the civil aviation authority of the State where the 
mail was accepted by the designated postal operator. Dangerous goods training programmes for all 
categories of staff shown in 1.5.1, other than operators and designated postal operators, should be reviewed 
and approved as determined by the appropriate national authority. 
 
Renumber subsequent paragraphs 1.5.5 to 1.5.6 and 1.5.6 to 1.5.7 
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1.5.56 Record of Training […] 
1.5.67 instructor Qualifications […] 
 
Pg. 8 Insert new table 1.5.C as follows: 
 

TABLE 1.5.C 
Minimum Requirements for Training Curricula for Designated Postal Operators (1.5.4) 

Aspects of transport of dangerous goods by air with which 
they should be familiar, as a minimum 

Designated Postal 
Operators 

a b c 
General philosophy X X X 
Limitations X X X 

General requirements for shippers X   
Classification X   
List of dangerous goods X   
General packing requirements X   
Packing instructions X   
Labelling and marking X X X 
Shipper's Declaration and other relevant documentation X X  
Acceptance of the dangerous goods listed in 2.4 X   
Recognition of undeclared dangerous goods  X X X 
Storage and loading procedures   X 
Provisions for passengers and crew X X X 
Emergency procedures X X X 

KEY  
a. Staff of designated postal operators involved in accepting mail containing dangerous goods  
b.  Staff of designated postal operators involved in processing mail (other than dangerous goods) 
c.  Staff of designated postal operators involved in the handling, storage and loading of mail 
 
Note.— Guidance on the aspects of training to be covered for staff of designated postal operators can be 
found in the Supplement to these Instructions (S-1;3). 
 
Section 2 
Pg. 26 amend 2.4.2 as shown 

2.4.2 The dangerous goods listed in this subsection may be accepted in mail for air carriage subject to the 
provisions of the appropriate national authorities concerned and the parts of these Regulations which relate to 
such materials:  

(a) Infectious substances, assigned to Biological substance, Category B (UN 3373) only, when packed in 
accordance with the requirements of Packing Instruction 650, and carbon dioxide, solid (dry ice) when used as 
a refrigerant for infectious substances (UN 3373);  

(b) Patient specimens as defined in 3.6.2.1.4 provided that they are classified, packed and marked as 
required by 3.6.2.2.3.6; and  
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(c) Radioactive material, provided the activity does not exceed one tenth of that permitted in Table 10.3.D. 
The provisions relating to documentation (Subsection 10.8) do not apply to such radioactive material.; 

(d) Lithium ion batteries contained in equipment (UN 3481) meeting the provisions of Section II of Packing 
Instruction 967. No more than four cells or two batteries may be mailed in any single package; and  

(e) Lithium metal batteries contained in equipment (UN 3091) meeting the provisions of Section II of 
Packing Instruction 970. No more than four cells or two batteries may be mailed in any single package. 

Pg. 26 Insert new paragraphs as shown: 

2.4.3  The procedures of designated postal operators for controlling the introduction of dangerous goods in 
mail into air transport are subject to review and approval by the civil aviation authority of the State where the 
mail is accepted.  

2.4.4  Before a designated postal operator can introduce the acceptance of lithium batteries as identified in 
2.4.2(d) and (e) they must have received specific approval from the civil aviation authority.  

Notes: 

1. Designated postal authorities may accept the dangerous goods identified in 2.4.2(a), (b) and (c) without 
receiving specific approval from the civil aviation authority.  

2. Guidelines for appropriate national authorities and civil aviation authorities are contained in the Supplement 
to the ICAO Technical Instructions (S-1;3).  

Appendix A: 
Pg. 735 Add the following new definition 

DESIGNATED POSTAL OPERATOR Any governmental or non-governmental entity officially designated by a 
Universal Postal Union (UPU) member country to operate postal services and to fulfill the related obligations 
arising from the acts of the Convention on its territory. 
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